The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

WUNC-FM

Job Description

Title:

Broadcast Producer/Senior Producer for Talk Programming

Reporting:
The Broadcast Producer/Senior Producer (“Senior Producer”) for Talk Programming will report to the Program Director for WUNC-FM. This reporting relationship will be characterized by supervision of the research, production, and dissemination of information to WUNC’s listening audience in connection with the production of both locally oriented and nationally syndicated radio programs on news and public affairs issues.

The Senior Producer will provide supervision to a staff of two broadcast producers, and a managing editor as well as functional supervision of a technical producer and work closely with the host of The State of Things. The Senior Producer will be responsible for assisting WUNC’s listeners in the extension and enrichment of their education by presenting the audience with historical, contextual and current events information of cultural, political, health care, public policy, and economic issues. 

The Position:
The news and public affairs program The State of Things, produced at WUNC-FM, has a potential weekly audience of more than 250,000 listeners. The program includes interviews, news, and analysis about current events in North Carolina. It is one of the most visible extensions of WUNC-FM’s public service to a statewide audience, reaching listeners in the Research Triangle, the Triad, and the coastal plain, and with potential distribution to western North Carolina through satellite distribution.. The program received initial support through a major grant from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting’s Competitive Fund, and is designed for distribution to other public radio stations across the state and the region. 

The Senior Producer  is  ultimately responsible for assisting the host and overseeing the producers and managing editor in presenting current news stories, conducting interviews with newsmakers, and producing in-depth reports and features that are the backbone of WUNC’s public broadcast service. As such, this position requires considerable expertise and creativity in a range of journalistic activities. As news events do not confirm to a regular 8-5 schedule, there will be times when the Senior Producer will be on call for breaking news during weekends and after hours.

The Senior Producer will work with the host of "The State of Things" , as well supervising other program researchers and support staff. The Senior Producer will coordinate the work of researching and producing  public affairs programs with the  Program Director and other staff at WUNC-FM, including the Program Director, the News Director, and Reporters, all of whom may contribute to the radio broadcasts on occasion.

Due to the position’s responsibility and high degree of autonomy, the Senior Producer must be an expert manager in the areas of research, human resources, and broadcast production. The skills to be successful require a mix of talent in audience research and analysis, interpretation of research on current events, human resource management, outstanding written and oral communication, initiative and creativity in reaching a broad, diverse listening audience. 

In addition, the position will include the following specific duties:

 
1. Ultimate responsibility for all aspects for show production: topic selection, research, 
supporting materials, and updated news coverage for SOT, this includes the work done 

by the managing editor and producers such as conducting extensive research and 
preparing briefing materials for the program host.

2. Create and manage the budget for SOT.


3. Evaluate the work of the Managing Editor and Producers including writing annual and 
1/2 yearly performance reviews, meeting with staff to discuss said reviews and 
submitting reviews to the Program Director for approval (including making 
recommended changes and amendments to the reviews.) 


4. Help develop and implement strategic plans, goals and visions for the future of SOT.


5. Attend M & M meetings, be responsible for the dissemination and collection of 

necessary information stemming from these meetings. 


6. Oversee hiring of staff.


7. Participate in audience research to assess the effectiveness of the programs’ work to 
inform the public.


8. Ultimate responsibility for outreach to listeners, other NEWS organizations that work 

with us on SOT and other interested parties not on the staff.. 

9.  Participate in the brainstorming and execution of station wide programming efforts such as the NC Voices series

10. Participate in occasional public appearances on behalf of WUNC-FM.

11. Assist with other interview and journalism programs at WUNC-FM as assigned, in particular working with the News Director and News staff on special events such as election night and breaking news stories. Leading/coordinating the SOT team efforts during these times


12. Coordinating regularly with the News Director and Program Director on decisions 
about coverage of national news events.


13. Working effectively with the Program Director on matters of personnel, program 
resources and technical issues.


14. Coordinate with the technical staff on show's technical needs


15. Coordinate with the engineering department on SOT's engineering needs.

The Candidate:
The Senior Producer for Talk Programming will be an experienced broadcast professional with strong research and communications skills who understands the importance of disseminating research findings to a broad and diverse listening audience. Leading candidates will have:

· A bachelor’s degree in journalism or a related field

·  Five or more years journalism or broadcast programming experience

· progressive responsibility for managine people and projects.

· A familiarity with North Carolina issues is strongly preferred

· Demonstrated skill in researching topics for news and interview broadcasts

· Demonstrated ability to plan and meet deadlines, working with materials from a variety of sources and collaborators

· Ability to interact effectively with colleagues 

· Audience research and interpretation skills

· Creativity and initiative

· Exceptional written and oral communication skills

·  Thorough knowledge of radio broadcasting equipment, including digital editing programs, broadcast operating boards, phone screening systems and portable recording devices

· knowledge of public radio research and practices 

Compensation:
$ 45,000-55,000

Applications:

Qualified applicants are encouraged to submit a letter highlighting their qualifications and a resume to:



Robert Levin



Business Manager



WUNC-FM



CB #0915



Chapel Hill, NC 27599-0915

Candidates may also wish to include a broadcast tape highlighting recent journalism or radio programming work.

Senior Producer Job Description

