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The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Job Description
BROADCAST PRODUCER FOR TALK PROGRAMMING (A)
Reporting:
The Broadcast Producer for Talk Programming will report to the Executive Producer of Talk Programming at WUNC-FM.  This reporting relationship will be characterized by supervision of the research, production and dissemination of information to WUNC’s listening audience in connection with the production of locally oriented radio programs on news and public affairs issues.

The Broadcast Producer for Talk Programming will be responsible for Assisting WUNC’s listeners in the extension and enrichment of their education by presenting the audience with historical, contextual and current events information of cultural, political, healthcare, public policy, and economic issues.

The Position:
The news and public affairs program, “The State of Things” (SOT), produced at WUNC-FM, has a potential weekly audience of more than 250,000 listeners.  The program includes interviews and analysis on many subjects (news, arts, culture, etc.) in North Carolina.  It is one of the most visible extensions of WUNC-FM’s public service to a statewide audience, reaching listeners in areas of the state not covered by WUNC’s transmitters through satellite distribution to other stations and distribution via the internet.
The Broadcast Producer for Talk Programming will work closely with the Executive Producer of Talk Programming and others to develop story ideas and schedule interviews for these informative shows.  This position will conduct extensive research into current issues in cultural trends, politics, health care, public policy and economics for the enrichment of WUNC’s audience and listeners throughout the state and region.  The Broadcast Producer for Talk Programming will have broad discretion over the information researched and presented to the listening audience, and will be responsible for providing content , supporting information, and, when necessary, dissenting views on issues of significant concern to the public.  As such, this position requires considerable expertise and creativity in a range of journalistic activities.  As news events do not conform to a regular 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. schedule, there will be times when the Broadcast Producer for Talk Programming will be on call for breaking news during weekends and after hours.

Due to the position’s responsibility and high degree of autonomy, the Broadcast Producer for Talk Programming must be a resourceful self-starter in the areas of research, journalism and broadcast production.  The skills to be successful require a mix of talent in interpretation of research on current events, outstanding written and oral communication, initiative and creativity in reaching a broad, diverse listening audience.
In addition, the position will include the following specific duties:

1) Assume responsibility under the guidance of the Executive Producer of Talk Programming for topic selection, research, supporting materials, and updated news coverage for each radio program.  Conduct extensive research and prepare briefing materials for program host and other associated with the radio programs.

2) Conduct effective outreach to identify and interview topical experts for participation in the radio programs.  Work to obtain the experts’ willingness to participate in the broadcasts.

3) Participate in audience research to assess the effectiveness of the programs’ work to inform the public.

4) Work in a collaborative manner with the program hosts and other staff at WUNC-FM.
5) Participate in occasional public appearances on behalf of WUNC-FM.

6) Assist with other interview and journalism programs at WUNC-FM as assigned.

The Candidate:    The Broadcast Producer for Talk Programming will be an experienced broadcast professional with strong research and communications skills who understands the importance of disseminating research findings to a broad and diverse listening audience.  Leading candidates will have:

· A bachelor’s degree in journalism or a related field

· Two or more years journalism or broadcast programming experience

· A familiarity with North Carolina issues is strongly preferred

· Demonstrated skill in researching topics for news and interview broadcasts

· Demonstrated ability to plan and meet deadlines, working with materials from a variety of sources and collaborators

· Ability to interact effectively with colleagues

· Creativity and initiative

· Exceptional written and oral communication skills

· Thorough knowledge of radio broadcasting equipment, including digital editing programs, broadcast operating boards, phone screening systems and portable recording devices

